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As different as apples and pears 
by Rhoda Love In a charming article in Gentes H e r b a m  (1949 8:40) 

available in the OSUlibmy, Bailey lists six momholoeical 
Working on the pome-Wted members of the Rose f- which he feels c& be used to dish& apples 

Family for the Oregon Vasdular Plant Checklist, I ran into a h m p e m  Several of these are: apple blossoms are mostly 
controversy which has apparently been brewing (like apple borne in umbels and Pears in racemes; apple ftuits lack 
cider?) since pre-Limaem times: namely, should apples stone cells while pear fruits have them; apple buds and 
and pears both be placed in the pear genus, Pyrus? My Young growth are tomentose while pear growth is mostly 
immediate taskin this case, was glabmus. Another distinction 
to pmvide a name for the wild noted in Bailey's Manual and 
crabapple of the Pacific Coast also inFlora Eumpaea (1968) 
This is our pretty little dark- is that Malus styles are usually 
fruited tree which Peck (A connate 113 to 2/3 their length 
Manual of the Higher PlMts of while Pyrus styles are mostly 
Oregon) cdled Pyrus h. 
diversifolia Bong., and M. N. Westwood, 
Hitchcoclr (VasclJar P h t s  of Professor Emeritus of 
the Pacific Northwest) called Horticulture at Oregon State 
Pyrusfusca Raf. University recently told me 

Abrams (41usb.ated Flom that, under normal 
of the Pacific Stares) and -Us, grafts and 
Thomas J. Rosatti(inHickman, P 

hybrididom between apples 
The Jepson Manual: Higher and pears fail (although they 
Plants of California) both : have been accomplished using 
placed the crabapple in Malus, certain strains of the fruit and 
the apple genus, calling the specific techniques). The 
species MatrrSfcrrca. W.) C. g e w d  -incorapa?ibiliq ef the 
Schneider. p u p s  seems to add credence 

Pyrus L. was the genus to the agnment that they differ 
name given to both apples and " genetically. 
pears by Lmaeus in Genera The modem tendency 
Plrmrana, 1754; while Malus to separate apples and pears 
[Tom.] Mill. was the pre- An 1833 drawing of Malus fusca (then called Pyrus conhues to the P-t where 
~i~~~~~ name used for the rivularis) from Flora Borealis-Americana or The recent papers by expeas on the 

Botany of the Northern Parts of British America, by pome-fmited rose family genus by William Jackson Hooker, LLD, F.R.A., andL.S. This 
later adopted by Miller in the drawing was done from a collection by David Dou- ~ ( f o r e X a r n p 1 ' % f i P P %  
8th edition of his immemely g h  who saw it " ... on the banks ofstreams near the 1990, Canadian Jountal of 
axz¶a ocean, from the mouth of the Columbia mrthwards. " ~ ~ ~ , , 6 ~ : 2 ~ ) 9 ;  a n d ~ i C h a  Gardener's Hooker notes that the Chinook Indians called the 
Dictionary in 1768. ediblefruits Pow-itch. 1991, Systematic Botany, 

Presumably Peck and 16363) split the two groups 
Hitchcock, like Linnaeus, the great classifa, felt that the into Malus and Pyrus. I have by no means had the 
M t i e s  between apples and pears were more important o p p o ~ t y  to the world's many species of apples 
than the differences. There is no doubt that the two groups and pears, and must rely on experts who have noted 
are rather alike with their fleshy pomes and similar spring differences that the two genera 
blossoms. This has all been mther a long way to go about 

On the other hand, I found that the great American stating for O m  xmbm that, for the Oregon flora 
botanist and horticulturist, L i i  Hyde Bailey, although -st9 I have been convinced by Bailey, the 
originally in the single-genus camp (Manual of Cultivated editom of Flora Empaea,  P h i ~ ~ s ,  Dickson, and Rosatti 
Plants, 1924), bmke away andputapples inMalus and pears in the Jepson Manual, and have dwidep to call our 
in P y m  in the 1949 edition of this work. native Oregon crabapple Malusfusca . i 
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Jean S1ddaIl 
(1930-1997) 

Jtiswith ~ ~ t h a t w e ~ ~ d e r t t h o f J e a n  
L. Siddall, who died on May 3,1997 of cotnplestiom h m  
abraintmnor. 

k i n  wiU be remembered for a great many important 
activities, but perhaps the most significant is her 
ccmihtlon to our present howledge of Oregon's me and 
enaangered plants. 

In the early 1970s Jean contacted Ken Il!hmbm, then 
Chator of t h e w u r n  at OSU, about assembling a 
compkmive list of Oregon's rate p h .  Prior to the 
US Edmgeml Species Act of 1973, Dr. Chambess had 
pqared a p h i n a r y  list of Oregon me species, f d  
on endemics. Jean mbsequently met with him to 
incoprate speoies which she. felt w m  becoming me 
thnough threats fmm human activities, A p r e h h r y  list 
which the two put togetha in 1973 was used by +he 
Smithmian Institution in its 1978 book, "Endangered and 
Threatened Plants of the United States." 

Jean then took on the task of gathering idomation on 
Oregod's rare plants. She set up her central files S a 
basement office in her home, under the orgauhtional title 
"Oregon Rare and Enaegered P& Projmt." E:WIUW 
t h e s e ~ l e r e t h e d a y s ~ p e r s a n a l c o m p ~ , i b , e ~  
dles typed byhe~am.3 h~&et.hd~,Bne%i3Qbi%- 
was Sue Vrilakas. Sue recalls that Jean, with funds from a 
conhact with the Fh and Wildlife Service, bought desks, 
file cabinets, typewriters, pun& d, and other oftice 
mat&& andbired Sue, Bonnie B h w ,  Rick Brown, 
CaroIy@ Wright, and his Kanp as assistants. 

Ren writes "Jeanwas a S@ qankx,and was the 
pe&a person to lead the coopsdve e@ort that was 
r equ id  in prepatkg an endanged species list The 
people involved withLher in the early stages consisted of 
ohly a f e m p f e s s i d  M t a  pins a co~ps self- 
trained aulatewnah;ratists, pliwipally me* ofthe 
Native Mt S06'kty of.Oregon, The Mazatim, The Rock 
Gaden Society, and TheNature €3x~ervm." 

Beginning in 1976, Jean organid the M o f  four xare 
plant conferences, at which participants mponed to a 
pm@ list of Oregon emlaagead taxa by writing 
obsewations about rarity and thwts don w&he&. 
Data from these, plus detailed sighting repoas, were 
masfend by Jean'6 group to p~.cb-G& mded by taxon 
aod geogmphic @on. Nowadays such iaf~mmtion is kept 
in compntmhd databases %that at 'Ibe NaWHeritage 
Progam, but Jean Siddall and her small corps of woikers 
did it all by hand in the 70s and 80s. 

Recently, remembering those days, Sue Vrilakas wrote: 
"Jean had a combMon of intelligence, curiosity and 
focus, topped off with i n d b l e  amounts of energy and 

Isrm Siddpn on fhe W&e Rivm aoufhurrtahska 

en=-'' 'u-1~ JrnJs,& the 
Natp@ @&itage orit,a:~ase an&,@ &god Departmat 
of &&& m,$lantlantpw 

-. . , . . *f$&$&& tli-b- For heb 
&dakddata files, maps, punch cards, and reference 
l%mQ lje bansferred to the C)regop is@@ v n i v e  
Herbarium. um.lQn&~were also h@d@.the &dy 
idtiate a Jean L. Siddall Mem@;B@ny Scholarship in 
the OSU Depattmentof Botany m ~ $ R l q t  Patholoogy, @ 

support wseash prdjm. using the files. 
At a m r ~ 6 6 & t ~ c e f o r  J~ean, Kea .Cbambets 

empbized how i@~p&nt it i~ that~we~~member  Jm ' s  
p.kj&-@&;m~k $I dmpw@m39p10f Qrepn"s plants. 
&d& w:w. &Y;ofws -&",=. 
Y@jjg @ @,&W*o-f f& Bput&~,&, %leading Oregon 
$ k t  cans&~&t 'EIowever, lean will be 
remembered far into the fuhm because her m h  
mat.rizJsr.re~aviiMle-to t?le Oregon,EPqa ajxi Atlas 
p m j e  at.OSU.and-a:fundhas been set up to help 
inkgrateher data-%&presetit ~&=h. 

In.losing Ken writes: "As I told those who attmded 
her memorial service, w h e ~  it comes to protecting and 
w m  OLegon's. daugexdflo* the plain-facts of 
thee:& are: Jean warthe pioneer, she initiated the 
work, and ,she made it all happea" 

P o n d o m  to the Jean L SiddalI Memarial Botany 
Scholarship a n  be made to the Oregon SWe University 
Fowulathn, 517 Snell Ha& Cowallis, Oregon 
97331. E;. 
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What have we learned? 
Over the past year we have learned a great deal 

about Oregon plants from newsletter readers and 
others. Some information has even come via the 
Internet, including discussions in the Oregon and 
Washington Native Plant Society lists. 

Several people have reported new plant records 
or range extensions for Oregon. Frank Callahan II 
sent us information on 26 taxa. Wilbur Bluhrn 
reported several escaped cultivated plants, many of 
which had not been included in the Checklist 
Examples are Calthapalmm> (yellow marsh 
marigold), P l u m  avium (sweet cheny), Corylis 

Illistrations of Erythronim oregonuin on the front and 
back covers by Linda Ann Vorobik. 

avellnna (filbert or hazelnut), and P m u s  laurocerancs 
(cheny laurel). Sedum album (white stonecrop) was 
found outside of cultivation by Bill Winner. Many other 
new records have been discovered in the herbarium at 
osu. 

We have learned that certain words, spec5cally 
"squaw" and "scotch," are offensive to some people and 
have consequently removed them from the Checklist. 

We have discovered that we have very few records of 
plants from Columbia County, in northeastern Oregon. 
We haven't received any species lists from that county 
and no sedge (Carex) specimens from there have been 
found in the OSU herbarium. Other genera have not been 
checkeded but this suggests that Columbia County has 
been floristically overlooked. 

Botany and Birds, Too? 
Oregon botanists, coordinated through the Native 

Plant Society, are visiting all comers of the state as part 
of the Oregon Plant Atlas Project (see OFN April 1996, 
Febmary 1997, and this issue). Oregon birders and 
ornithologists also have organized a statewide atlas 
project. We are developing lists of birds seen in each of 
430 geographic units. 

If you are traveling this summer to rural areas as part 
of the Oregon Plant Atlas Project, and can recognize even 
a few species of birds, the Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas 
Project would like to know which bird species you 
encounter. If you notice a nest, that is useful information 
to note as well. Please send your lists by September 1 if 
possible. Include general location, for example distance 
from nearest town, or townshiprangesection. Send 
information to: Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas Project, 
POB 2189, Corvallis, OR 97339. Thank you for your 
bird sightings. -- P a d  Adamus 

To be added to our mailing list (if not already on it): Would you like to make a donation? 

Name 
Tax-deductable donations can be made to the 

Address Oregon Flora Project by sending a check made 
out to the Oregon State University Foundation to 
Scott Sundberg at the address on page 8. Please 
note on the check that it is for the Oregon Flora 
Project. Your donatiom go primarily toward 

Phone and/or e-mail newsletter expenses and student wages. 
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Oregon Flora Project 
Dept. of Botany & Plant Pathology 
Oregon State University 
2082 Cordley Hall 
Corvallis, OR 97331-2902 

1 / A number of differences between apples (Malur) I ( h e  indicates fhe division between nhern and southan types) 
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and pears (Pym) are reviewed on page nine of this 
issue. Several of these and others were kindly 
provided by Kim Hummer of the National 
Germplasm Repository, Co~vallis, including the 
fact that apples float and pears sink! 

After many years in the field, some botanists 
may take a humomu6 approach to intmnediiate 
plant forms. One such was appmtly Elmer Ivan 
Applegate (1867-1949) known for his Flora of 
Crater Lake and his monograph of the genus 
Erythronium. In his later years, Applegate was a 
Ranger-Naturalist at Crater Lake National Park and 
once reputedly remarked that when the seasonal 
employees fmished their regular chores, they 
should be put to work "rooting out the 
intermediates that adversely affect out keys." 

(Rabroahk grunus) in Oregon I 
I 

According to the draft Oregon Checklist. 
Astemxae is the largest f d y  in Oregon and Care> 
the largest genus. 

Did you know? 

H. g m m  is currently believed to consist of two subspe 
cies. The northern type feeds on chinquapin (Chrysolepis 
chrysophylla), and the southern on canyon live oak 
(Quei-cus chrysolepis). We hope to overlap butterfly 
distributions such as this with Atlas project maps for the 
host plants. 
Datnfmm the Leptronzcs bultefly datdme by J&q Mllcr 
(OSU); bare map by A. Jon Kmerlutg (Atlas project). 
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